
OMB No. 1545-0047
Form 990

Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax 2016
Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private foundations)

Open to Public G Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public. 
Department of the Treasury InspectionG Information about Form 990 and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990.Internal Revenue Service

A For the 2016 calendar year, or tax year beginning , 2016, and ending ,
Employer identification numberName of organizationC DCheck if applicable:B

Address change Doing business as

Number and street (or P.O. box if mail is not delivered to street address) Room/suite Telephone numberEName change

Initial return

City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal codeFinal return/terminated

$Amended return Gross receiptsG
Is this a group return for subordinates?H(a)Name and address of principal officer:FApplication pending Yes No

H(b) Are all subordinates included?  Yes No
If ’No,’ attach a list. (see instructions)

H ( )Tax-exempt status 501(c)(3) 501(c) (insert no.) 4947(a)(1) or 527I

Group exemption number J Website: G H(c) G
GForm of organization: Corporation Trust  Association Other Year of formation: State of legal domicile:K ML 

Part I Summary
Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities:1

 if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets.Check this box G2
Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1a)  3 3
Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1b)4 4
Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2016 (Part V, line 2a)5 5
Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary)6 6
Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), line 127a 7a
Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, line 34b 7b

Prior Year Current Year
Contributions and grants (Part VIII, line 1h)8
Program service revenue (Part VIII, line 2g)9
Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3, 4, and 7d)10
Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), lines 5, 6d, 8c, 9c, 10c, and 11e)11
Total revenue ' add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12)12

Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3)13

Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4)14

Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5-10)15

Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line 11e)16a

Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) Gb

Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f-24e)17

Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25)18

Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 18 from line 1219

End of YearBeginning of Current Year
Total assets (Part X, line 16)20
Total liabilities (Part X, line 26)21

Net assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from line 2022

Part II Signature Block
Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true, correct, and 
complete. Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.

A Signature of officer DateSign 
Here A

Type or print name and title

Print/Type preparer’s name Preparer’s signature Date PTINCheck if

self-employedPaid 
GFirm’s namePreparer 
GUse Only Firm’s EIN GFirm’s address

 Phone no.

May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions)  Yes  No

TEEA0101   11/16/16 Form 990 (2016)BAA  For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions.

The Oakland Institute

PO Box 18978

Oakland CA 94619

42-1626352

(510) 474-5251

Anuradha Mittal 1506 40th Avenue Oakland CA 94601

523,939.
X

X
www.oaklandinstitute.org

X 2010 CA

The Oakland Institute (OI) is an independent 

8
7
5
8
0.
0.

541,193. 521,894.
1,795. 889.
642. 1,156.

-22,235.
521,395. 523,939.

210,245. 264,810.

19,780.
173,830. 110,775.
384,075. 375,585.
137,320. 148,354.

681,135. 834,664.
12,800. 17,975.

668,335. 816,689.

Anuradha Mittal Executive Director

Rubian Moss Rubian Moss 08/11/17 P00576237
Rubian Moss, CPA
1901 Olympic Boulevard, Suite 200 94-3359608
Walnut Creek CA 94596 (925) 482-2626

X

policy think tank working to increase public participation and fair debate on critical social, 
economic, and environmental issues. 
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Part III Statement of Program Service Accomplishments
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part III

Briefly describe the organization’s mission:1

Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on the prior2

Form 990 or 990-EZ? Yes No

If ’Yes,’ describe these new services on Schedule O.

Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services?3  Yes No

If ’Yes,’ describe these changes on Schedule O.

4 Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses. 
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total expenses, 
and revenue, if any, for each program service reported.

$ $ $ including grants of ) (Revenue )(Code: ) (Expenses4 a

$ $ $ including grants of ) (Revenue )(Code: ) (Expenses4 b

$ $ $(Code: ) (Expenses  including grants of ) (Revenue )4 c

Other program services (Describe in Schedule O.)4 d

$ $ $(Expenses  including grants of ) (Revenue )

Total program service expenses4 e G
Form 990 (2016)TEEA0102    11/16/16BAA

The Oakland Institute 42-1626352

X

X

328,610. 0. 0.

328,610.

The Oakland Institute (OI) is an independent 
policy think tank working to increase public participation and fair debate on critical social, 
economic, and environmental issues. 

See Schedule O.
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Part IV Checklist of Required Schedules
Yes No

Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? If ’Yes,’ complete1
Schedule A  1

Is the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors (see instructions)?2 2

Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to candidates3
for public office? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule C, Part I 3

Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501(h) election4
in effect during the tax year? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule C, Part II 4

Is the organization a section 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues,5
assessments, or similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-19? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule C, Part III 5

Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the right6
to provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule D,
Part I 6

Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space, the7
environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule D, Part II 7

Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? If ’Yes,’8
complete Schedule D, Part III 8

Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability, serve as a custodian9
for amounts not listed in Part X; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negotiation
services? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule D, Part IV 9

Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments,10
permanent endowments, or quasi-endowments? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule D, Part V 10

If the organization’s answer to any of the following questions is ’Yes’, then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VII, VIII, IX,11
or X as applicable.

Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedulea
D, Part VI 11a

Did the organization report an amount for investments ' other securities in Part X, line 12 that is 5% or more of its totalb
assets reported in Part X, line 16? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule D, Part VII 11b

Did the organization report an amount for investments ' program related in Part X, line 13 that is 5% or more of its totalc
assets reported in Part X, line 16? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule D, Part VIII 11c

Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that is 5% or more of its total assets reportedd
in Part X, line 16? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule D, Part IX 11d

Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities in Part X, line 25? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule D, Part Xe 11e

Did the organization’s separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addressesf
the organization’s liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule D, Part X 11 f

Did the organization obtain separate, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? If ’Yes,’ complete12a
Schedule D, Parts XI and XII 12a

Was the organization included in consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? If ’Yes,’ andb
if the organization answered ’No’ to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII is optional 12b

Is the organization a school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii)? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule E13 13

Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States?14a 14a

Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising,b
business, investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments valued
at $100,000 or more? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule F, Parts I and IV 14b

Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any 15
foreign organization? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule F, Parts II and IV 15

Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other assistance to16
or for foreign individuals? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV 16

Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on Part IX,17
column (A), lines 6 and 11e? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule G, Part I (see instructions) 17

Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part VIII,18
lines 1c and 8a? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule G, Part II 18

Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? If ’Yes,’19
complete Schedule G, Part III 19

TEEA0103    11/16/16 Form 990 (2016)BAA
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Part IV Checklist of Required Schedules  (continued)
Yes No

20a20a Did the organization operate one or more hospital facilities? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule H

If ’Yes’ to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this return? 20bb

Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or21
domestic government on Part IX, column (A), line 1? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule I, Parts I and II  21

Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on Part IX, 22
column (A), line 2? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule I, Parts I and III 22

Did the organization answer ’Yes’ to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the organization’s current23
and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees? If ’Yes,’ complete
Schedule J 23

Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of24a
the last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 2002? If ’Yes,’ answer lines 24b through 24d and
complete Schedule K. If ’No, ’go to line 25a 24a
Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception?b 24b

Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year to defeasec
any tax-exempt bonds? 24c
Did the organization act as an ’on behalf of’ issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during the year?d 24d

Section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations. Did the organization engage in an excess benefit 25a
25atransaction with a disqualified person during the year? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule L, Part I

Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior year, andb
that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization’s prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? If ’Yes,’ complete
Schedule L, Part I 25b

Did the organization report any amount on Part X, line 5, 6, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any current or26
former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or disqualified persons?
If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule L, Part II 26

Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, substantial27
contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or family member

27of any of these persons? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule L, Part III

Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L, Part IV28
instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions):

A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule L, Part IVa 28a

A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If ’Yes,’ completeb
Schedule L, Part IV 28b

An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof) was anc
officer, director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule L, Part IV 28c

Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule M29 29

Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified conservation30
contributions? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule M 30

Did the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule N, Part I31 31

Did the organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets? If ’Yes,’ complete32
Schedule N, Part II 32

Did the organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations sections33
301.7701-2 and 301.7701-3? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule R, Part I 33

Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule R, Part II, III, or IV, 34
and Part V, line 1 34

Did the organization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)?35a 35a

If ’Yes’ to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled b
entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2 35b

Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related36
36organization? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2

Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization and that is37
treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule R, Part VI 37

Did the organization complete Schedule O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part VI, lines 11b and 19?38
Note. All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule O 38

Form 990 (2016)BAA
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Part V Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part V  

Yes No

Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096. Enter -0- if not applicable1 a 1 a

Enter the number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a. Enter -0- if not applicableb 1 b

Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gamingc
(gambling) winnings to prize winners? 1 c

Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and Tax State-2 a
ments, filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by this return  2 a

If at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns? b 2 b

Note. If the sum of lines 1a and 2a is greater than 250, you may be required to e-file (see instructions)

Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year?3 a 3 a

If ’Yes,’ has it filed a Form 990-T for this year? If ’No’ to line 3b, provide an explanation in Schedule Ob 3 b

At any time during the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authority over, a4 a
financial account in a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial account)? 4 a

If ’Yes,’ enter the name of the foreign country: Gb

See instructions for filing requirements for FinCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR).

Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year?5 a 5 a

Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction?b 5 b

If ’Yes,’ to line 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T?c 5 c

Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $100,000, and did the organization6 a
solicit any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions? 6 a

If ’Yes,’ did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contributions or gifts wereb
not tax deductible? 6 b

7 Organizations that may receive deductible contributions under section 170(c).

Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods anda
services provided to the payor? 7 a

If ’Yes,’ did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided?b 7 b

Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which it was required to filec
Form 8282? 7 c

If ’Yes,’ indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed during the yeard 7 d

Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract? 7 ee

Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract?  f 7 f

If the organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899g
as required? 7 g

If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file ah
Form 1098-C? 7 h

8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds.  Did a donor advised fund maintained by the sponsoring 

organization have excess business holdings at any time during the year? 8

9 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds.

Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 4966?a 9 a

Did the sponsoring organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person?b 9 b

Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter:10

Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIII, line 12a 10a

Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, for public use of club facilities b 10b
Section 501(c)(12) organizations. Enter:11

Gross income from members or shareholdersa 11a

Gross income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sourcesb
against amounts due or received from them.) 11b
Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organization filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 1041?12a 12a

If ’Yes,’ enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year  b 12b

13 Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers.
Is the organization licensed to issue qualified health plans in more than one state? 13aa

Note. See the instructions for additional information the organization must report on Schedule O.

Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states inb
which the organization is licensed to issue qualified health plans 13b

Enter the amount of reserves on hand  c 13c

Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanning services during the tax year?14a 14a

If ’Yes,’ has it filed a Form 720 to report these payments? If ’No,’ provide an explanation in Schedule Ob 14b
TEEA0105    11/16/16 Form 990 (2016)BAA
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Part VI Governance, Management, and Disclosure For each ’Yes’ response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for 
a ’No’ response to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes in  
Schedule O. See instructions.
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VI

Section A. Governing Body and Management
Yes No

Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year  1 a 1 a
If there are material differences in voting rights among members
of the governing body, or if the governing body delegated broad
authority to an executive committee or similar committee, explain in Schedule O.

Enter the number of voting members included in line 1a, above, who are independentb 1 b
Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with any other2
officer, director, trustee, or key employee? 2

Did the organization delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct supervision3
of officers, directors, or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person? 3

Did the organization make any significant changes to its governing documents4

since the prior Form 990 was filed? 4

Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization’s assets? 55

Did the organization have members or stockholders? 66
Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or more7 a
members of the governing body? 7 a

Are any governance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members,b
stockholders, or persons other than the governing body? 7 b

Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the year by8
the following:

The governing body?a 8 a

Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governing body?b 8 b

Is there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the9
organization’s mailing address? If ’Yes,’ provide the names and addresses in Schedule O 9

Section B. Policies  (This Section B requests information about policies not required by the Internal Revenue Code.)
Yes No

Did the organization have local chapters, branches, or affiliates?10a 10a

If ’Yes,’ did the organization have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters, affiliates, and branches to ensure theirb
operations are consistent with the organization’s exempt purposes? 10b

Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the form?11a 11a

Describe in Schedule O the process, if any, used by the organization to review this Form 990.b

Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If ’No,’ go to line 13 12a12a

Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give riseb
to conflicts? 12b

Did the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? If ’Yes,’ describe inc
Schedule O how this was done 12c

Did the organization have a written whistleblower policy? 1313

Did the organization have a written document retention and destruction policy?14 14

Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by independent15
persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision?

The organization’s CEO, Executive Director, or top management officiala 15a

Other officers or key employees of the organizationb 15b

If ’Yes’ to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see instructions).

Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement with a16a
taxable entity during the year? 16a

If ’Yes,’ did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate itsb
participation in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the
organization’s exempt status with respect to such arrangements? 16b

Section C. Disclosure
List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 is required to be filed G17

Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (or 1024 if applicable), 990, and 990-T (Section 501(c)(3)s only) available 18
for public inspection. Indicate how you made these available. Check all that apply.

Other (explain in Schedule O)Own website Another’s website Upon request

Describe in Schedule O whether (and if so, how) the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest policy, and financial statements available to19
the public during the tax year.

State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization’s books and records:20 G

TEEA0106   11/16/16 Form 990 (2016)BAA
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Part VII Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees, and
Independent Contractors
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VII

Section A.  Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees
1 a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the 
organization’s tax year.

? List all of the organization’s current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of
compensation. Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid.

? List all of the organization’s current key employees, if any. See instructions for definition of ’key employee.’
? List the organization’s five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee) 

who received reportable compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the 
organization and any related organizations.

? List all of the organization’s former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000 
of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

? List all of the organization’s former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the
organization, more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

List persons in the following order: individual trustees or directors; institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest compensated 
employees; and former such persons.

Check this box if neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee.

(C)
Position (do not check more (D) (E) (F)(A) (B) than one box, unless person 

Name and Title Average Reportable Reportable Estimated is both an officer and a 
hours compensation from compensation from amount of other director/trustee)
per the organization related organizations compensation 

week (W-2/1099-MISC) (W-2/1099-MISC) from the 
(list any organization 

hours for and related 
related organizations

organiza- 
tions 

below 
dotted 
line)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

TEEA0107    11/16/16 Form 990 (2016)BAA

The Oakland Institute 42-1626352

Carolyn Purcell 1.00
Chair X X 0. 0. 0.
Atul Sharan 1.00
Secretary X X 0. 0. 0.
Jeff Furman 1.00
Treasurer X X 0. 0. 0.
Tony Clarke 1.00
Director X 0. 0. 0.
Elsadig Elsheikh 1.00
Director X 0. 0. 0.
Tania Rose 1.00
Director X 0. 0. 0.
Carol Johnson 1.00
Director X 0. 0. 0.
Anuradha Mittal 40.00
Executive Director X X 71,750. 0. 0.
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Part VII Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued)

(B) (C)
Position 

(D) (E) (F)Average (do not check more than one (A)
hours box, unless person is both an Reportable Reportable Estimated Name and title per officer and a director/trustee) compensation from compensation from amount of other 
week the organization related organizations compensation 

(list any (W-2/1099-MISC) (W-2/1099-MISC) from the 
hours organization  

for and related 
related organizations
organiza
- tions 
below 
dotted 

line)

(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

GSub-total1 b
GTotal from continuation sheets to Part VII, Section Ac
GTotal (add lines 1b and 1c)d

Total number of individuals (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of reportable compensation2
from the organization G

Yes No

3 Did the organization list any former officer, director, or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee  
3on line 1a? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule J for such individual

4 For any individual listed on line 1a, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from  
the organization and related organizations greater than $150,000? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule J for  

4such individual

5 Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual  
5for services rendered to the organization? If ’Yes,’ complete Schedule J for such person

Section B. Independent Contractors
1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of  

compensation from the organization. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax year.

(A) (B) (C)
Name and business address Description of services Compensation

Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than2

G$100,000 of compensation from the organization 

TEEA0108   11/16/16 Form 990  (2016)BAA
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Part VIII Statement of Revenue
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VIII  

(A) (B) (C) (D)
Total revenue Related or Unrelated Revenue 

exempt business excluded from tax 
function revenue under sections 
revenue 512-514

Federated campaigns1 a 1 a

Membership duesb 1 b

Fundraising eventsc 1 c

Related organizationsd 1 d

Government grants (contributions)e 1 e

All other contributions, gifts, grants, andf
similar amounts not included above 1 f

Noncash contributions included in lines 1a-1f:g $
GTotal. Add lines 1a-1fh

Business Code

2 a

b

c

d

e

All other program service revenuef

GTotal. Add lines 2a-2fg

Investment income (including dividends, interest and3
Gother similar amounts)

GIncome from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds .4

GRoyalties  5
(i) Real (ii) Personal

Gross rents6 a

Less: rental expenses b

Rental income or (loss)c

GNet rental income or (loss)d
(i) Securities (ii) Other

Gross amount from sales of7 a
assets other than inventory

Less: cost or other basisb
and sales expenses

Gain or (loss)c

Net gain or (loss) Gd

Gross income from fundraising events8 a
(not including .$
of contributions reported on line 1c).

See Part IV, line 18 a

Less: direct expensesb b

GNet income or (loss) from fundraising eventsc

Gross income from gaming activities.9 a
See Part IV, line 19 a

Less: direct expensesb b

GNet income or (loss) from gaming activitiesc

Gross sales of inventory, less returns10a
and allowances a

Less: cost of goods soldb b

GNet income or (loss) from sales of inventoryc
Miscellaneous Revenue Business Code

11a

b

c

All other revenued

GTotal. Add lines 11a-11de

GTotal revenue. See instructions12

TEEA0109    11/16/16 Form 990 (2016)BAA
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521,894.

521,894.

889.

1,156. 0. 0. 1,156.

523,939. 889. 0. 1,156.

Miscellaneous 900099 889. 889. 0. 0.



Form 990 (2016) Page 10

Part IX Statement of Functional Expenses
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A).

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part IX

(D)(C)(A) (B)
Do not include amounts reported on lines Total expenses Fundraising Management and Program service 
6b, 7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part  VIII. expensesgeneral expensesexpenses

Grants and other assistance to domestic1
organizations and domestic governments.
See Part IV, line 21
Grants and other assistance to domestic2
individuals. See Part IV, line 22

Grants and other assistance to foreign3
organizations, foreign governments, and for- 
eign individuals. See Part IV, lines 15 and 16 

Benefits paid to or for members4
Compensation of current officers, directors,5
trustees, and key employees
Compensation not included above, to6
disqualified persons (as defined under
section 4958(f)(1)) and persons described
in section 4958(c)(3)(B)

Other salaries and wages7

Pension plan accruals and contributions8
(include section 401(k) and 403(b) 
employer contributions)

Other employee benefits9
Payroll taxes10

Fees for services (non-employees):11
Managementa
Legalb

Accountingc
Lobbyingd
Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17e

Investment management feesf
g Other. (If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column 

(A) amount, list line 11g expenses on Schedule O.)  
Advertising and promotion12

Office expenses13

Information technology14

Royalties15

Occupancy16

Travel17

Payments of travel or entertainment18
expenses for any federal, state, or local
public officials

Conferences, conventions, and meetings19
Interest20

Payments to affiliates21

Depreciation, depletion, and amortization22

Insurance23
Other expenses. Itemize expenses not24
covered above (List miscellaneous expenses
in line 24e. If line 24e amount exceeds 10%
of line 25, column (A) amount, list line 24e
expenses on Schedule O.)

a

b

c

d

All other expensese
25 Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e

Joint costs. Complete this line only if26
the organization reported in column (B)
joint costs from a combined educational
campaign and fundraising solicitation.

if followingCheck here G
SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720)

BAA Form 990 (2016)TEEA0110   11/16/16
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71,750. 57,400. 7,175. 7,175.

148,560. 141,185. 4,100. 3,275.

26,702. 21,495. 2,669. 2,538.
17,798. 14,325. 1,794. 1,679.

2,162. 0. 2,162. 0.
4,187. 3,032. 865. 290.

27,344. 26,579. 331. 434.
10. 10. 0. 0.

14,670. 12,223. 1,063. 1,384.
3,364. 2,813. 283. 268.

20,340. 16,160. 2,139. 2,041.
27,262. 24,820. 2,402. 40.

7,791. 5,641. 1,845. 305.
1,167. 933. 117. 117.

2,478. 1,994. 250. 234.

375,585. 328,610. 27,195. 19,780.



Form 990 (2016) Page 11

Part X Balance Sheet
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part X  

(A) (B)
Beginning of year End of year

Cash ' non-interest-bearing1 1

Savings and temporary cash investments2 2

Pledges and grants receivable, net3 3

Accounts receivable, net4 4

Loans and other receivables from current and former officers, directors,5
trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees. Complete 
Part II of Schedule L 5
Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under 6
section 4958(f)(1)), persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B), and contributing 
employers and sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(9) voluntary employees’ 
beneficiary organizations (see instructions). Complete Part II of Schedule L 6
Notes and loans receivable, net7 7
Inventories for sale or use8 8
Prepaid expenses and deferred charges9 9

Land, buildings, and equipment: cost or other basis.10a
Complete Part VI of Schedule D 10a
Less: accumulated depreciationb 10b 10c
Investments ' publicly traded securities11 11
Investments ' other securities. See Part IV, line 11 1212
Investments ' program-related. See Part IV, line 1113 13
Intangible assets14 14
Other assets. See Part IV, line 1115 15

Total assets. Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line 34)16 16
Accounts payable and accrued expenses17 17
Grants payable 1818
Deferred revenue19 19
Tax-exempt bond liabilities20 20
Escrow  or custodial account liability. Complete Part IV of Schedule D21 21
Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, trustees, 22
key employees, highest compensated employees, and disqualified persons.  
Complete Part II of Schedule L 22
Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties23 23
Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties24 24
Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third parties,25
and other liabilities not included on lines 17-24). Complete Part X of Schedule D 25

Total liabilities. Add lines 17 through 25 2626

and complete Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here G
lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34.
Unrestricted net assets27 27
Temporarily restricted net assets28 28
Permanently restricted net assets29 29

Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here G
and complete lines 30 through 34.

Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds30 30
Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipment fund31 31

Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds32 32
Total net assets or fund balances33 33
Total liabilities and net assets/fund balances34 34

Form 990 (2016)BAA
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70,709. 49,869.
601,191. 777,347.

4,362. 5,242.

5,832.
3,626. 3,373. 2,206.

1,500.
681,135. 834,664.
1,050. 17,975.

11,750.
12,800. 17,975.

X

668,335. 816,689.

668,335. 816,689.
681,135. 834,664.
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Part XI Reconciliation of Net Assets
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XI

Total revenue (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12)1 1

Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25)2 2

Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 2 from line 13 3

Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X, line 33, column (A))4 4

Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments5 5
Donated services and use of facilities6 6
Investment expenses7 7
Prior period adjustments8 8

Other changes in net assets or fund balances (explain in Schedule O)9 9

Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, line 33,10
column (B)) 10

Part XII Financial Statements and Reporting

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XII

Yes No

Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: Cash Accrual Other1

If the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked ’Other,’ explain 
in Schedule O.
Were the organization’s financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant?2 a 2 a

If ’Yes,’ check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or reviewed on a 
separate basis, consolidated basis, or both:

Separate basis Consolidated basis Both consolidated and separate basis

Were the organization’s financial statements audited by an independent accountant?b 2 b

If ’Yes,’ check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate 
basis, consolidated basis, or both:

Separate basis Consolidated basis Both consolidated and separate basis

c If ’Yes’ to line 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight of the audit,
review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? 2 c

If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain 
in Schedule O.
As a result of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single3 a
Audit Act and OMB Circular A-133? a3

If ’Yes,’ did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? If the organization did not undergo the required auditb
or audits, explain why in Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits 3 b

Form 990 (2016)BAA
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523,939.
375,585.
148,354.
668,335.
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X

X

X
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OMB No. 1545-0047Public Charity Status and Public Support
SCHEDULE A  

Complete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section 2016(Form 990 or 990-EZ) 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust.
G Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ.

Open to Public 
 G Information about Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is Department of the Treasury Inspection

Internal Revenue Service at www.irs.gov/form990.
Name of the organization Employer identification number

Reason for Public Charity Status (All organizations must complete this part.) See instructions.Part I
The organization is not a private foundation because it is: (For lines 1 through 12, check only one box.)

A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(i).1

A school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii). (Attach Schedule E (Form 990 or 990-EZ).)2

A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii).3

A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii). Enter the hospital’s4

name, city, and state:

5 An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in  
section 170(b)(1)(A)(iv).  (Complete Part II.)

6 A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(v).
7 An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public described  

in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi).  (Complete Part II.)

A community trust described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II.)8

An agricultural research organization described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ix) operated in conjunction with a land-grant college9
or university or a non-land-grant college of agriculture (see instructions). Enter the name, city, and state of the college or
university:

10 An organization that normally receives: (1) more than 33-1/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts 
from activities related to its exempt functions'subject to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 33-1/3% of its support from gross 
investment income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the organization after 
June 30, 1975. See section 509(a)(2). (Complete Part III.)
An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety. See section 509(a)(4).11

12 An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of one 
or more publicly supported organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or section 509(a)(2). See section 509(a)(3). Check the box in 
lines 12a through 12d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 12e, 12f, and 12g.

a Type I. A supporting organization operated, supervised, or controlled by its supported organization(s), typically by giving the supported 
organization(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the directors or trustees of the supporting organization. You must  
complete Part IV, Sections A and B.

b Type II. A supporting organization supervised or controlled in connection with its supported organization(s), by having control or 
management of the supporting organization vested in the same persons that control or manage the supported organization(s). You 
must complete Part IV, Sections A and C.

c Type III functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with, and functionally integrated with, its supported 
organization(s) (see instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E.

d Type III non-functionally integrated. A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organization(s) that is not 
functionally integrated. The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness requirement (see 
instructions). You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V.

e Check this box if the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it is a Type I, Type II, Type III functionally 
integrated, or Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organization.

Enter the number of supported organizationsf
Provide the following information about the supported organization(s).g

(v)  Amount of monetary (i) Name of supported  organization (vi)  Amount of other (iii) Type of organization (ii) EIN (iv) Is the 
(described on lines 1-10 organization listed support (see instructions) support (see instructions)
above (see instructions)) in your governing 

document?

Yes No

(A)

(B)

(C)

(D)

(E)

Total

BAA  For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
TEEA0401    09/28/16
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Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 Page 2

Part II Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi)  
(Complete only if you checked the box on line 5, 7, or 8 of Part I or if the organization failed to qualify under Part III. If the 
organization fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part III.)

Section A. Public Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year (a) 2012 (b) 2013 (c) 2014 (d) 2015 (e) 2016 (f) Totalbeginning in) G
Gifts, grants, contributions, and1
membership fees received. (Do not
include any ’unusual grants.’)  

Tax revenues levied for the2
organization’s benefit and
either paid to or expended
on its behalf

The value of services or3
facilities furnished by a
governmental unit to the
organization without charge

Total. Add lines 1 through 34

The portion of total5
contributions by each person
(other than a governmental
unit or publicly supported
organization) included on line 1
that exceeds 2% of the amount
shown on line 11, column (f)

Public support. Subtract line 56
from line 4

Section B. Total Support

Calendar year (or fiscal year (a) 2012 (b) 2013 (c) 2014 (d) 2015 (e) 2016 (f) Total
beginning in) G

Amounts from line 47

Gross income from interest,8
dividends, payments received
on securities loans, rents,
royalties and income from
similar sources

Net income from unrelated9
business activities, whether or
not the business is regularly
carried on

Other income. Do not include10
gain or loss from the sale of
capital assets (Explain in
Part VI.)

Total support. Add lines 711
through 10

Gross receipts from related activities, etc. (see instructions)12 12

First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization’s first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3)13
organization, check this box and stop here

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
Public support percentage for 2016 (line 6, column (f) divided by line 11, column (f)) %14 14
Public support percentage from 2015 Schedule A, Part II, line 14 %15 15

16a 33-1/3% support test'2016.  If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 is 33-1/3% or more, check this box
and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization

b 33-1/3% support test'2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 is 33-1/3% or more, check this box
and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization

17a 10%-facts-and-circumstances test'2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14 is 10%
or more, and if the organization meets the ’facts-and-circumstances’ test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how
the organization meets the ’facts-and-circumstances’ test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization

b 10%-facts-and-circumstances test'2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line 15 is 10%
or more, and if the organization meets the ’facts-and-circumstances’ test, check this box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how the
organization meets the ’facts-and-circumstances’ test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization

18 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, 17a, or 17b, check this box and see instructions

BAA Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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2,205,778.

2,205,778.

808,317.

1,397,461.

2,205,778.

1,944.

-20,440.

2,187,282.

63.89
100.00

X

389,395. 369,434. 383,862. 541,193. 521,894.

389,395. 369,434. 383,862. 541,193. 521,894.

389,395. 369,434. 383,862. 541,193. 521,894.

79. 31. 36. 642. 1,156.

-20,440.



Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 Page 3

Part III Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2)  
(Complete only if you checked the box on line 10 of Part I or if the organization failed to qualify under Part II. If the organization 
fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part II.)

Section A. Public Support
(c) 2014Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) G (a) 2012 (b) 2013 (d)  2015 (e) 2016 (f) Total

Gifts, grants, contributions,1
and membership fees
received. (Do not include
any ’unusual grants.’)  
Gross receipts from admissions,2
merchandise sold or services
performed, or facilities 
furnished in any activity that is
related to the organization’s
tax-exempt purpose
Gross receipts from activities3
that are not an unrelated trade
or business under section 513
Tax revenues levied for the4
organization’s benefit and
either paid to or expended on
its behalf
The value of services or5
facilities furnished by a
governmental unit to the
organization without charge
Total. Add lines 1 through 56
Amounts included on lines 1,7a
2, and 3 received from
disqualified persons

Amounts included on lines 2b
and 3 received from other than
disqualified persons that
exceed the greater of $5,000 or
1% of the amount on line 13
for the year

Add lines 7a and 7bc

Public support. (Subtract line8
7c from line 6.)

Section B. Total Support
(c) 2014(a) 2012 (b) 2013 (d) 2015 (e) 2016 (f) TotalCalendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) G

Amounts from line 69
Gross income from interest, dividends, 10a
payments received on securities loans, 
rents, royalties and income from
similar sources
Unrelated business taxableb
income (less section 511
taxes) from businesses
acquired after June 30, 1975
Add lines 10a and 10bc
Net income from unrelated business11
activities not included in line 10b,
whether or not the business is
regularly carried on
Other income.  Do not include12
gain or loss from the sale of
capital assets (Explain in
Part VI.)

13 Total support. (Add Iines 9,
10c, 11, and 12.)
First five years. If the Form 990 is for the organization’s first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3)14
organization, check this box and stop here

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
%Public support percentage for 2016 (line 8, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f))15 15
%Public support percentage from 2015 Schedule A, Part III, line 1516 16

Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage
%Investment income percentage for 2016 (line 10c, column (f) divided by line 13, column (f))17 17

%Investment income percentage from 2015 Schedule A, Part III, line 1718 18

19a 33-1/3% support tests'2016. If the organization did not check the box on line 14, and line 15 is more than 33-1/3%, and line 17
is not more than 33-1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization

b 33-1/3% support tests'2015. If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 19a, and line 16 is more than 33-1/3%, and
line 18 is not more than 33-1/3%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization

20 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions

TEEA0403    09/28/16 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016BAA
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Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016 Page 4

Part IV Supporting Organizations
(Complete only if you checked a box in line 12 on Part I. If you checked 12a of Part I, complete Sections  
A and B. If you checked 12b of Part I, complete Sections A and C. If you checked 12c of Part I, complete 
Sections A, D, and E. If you checked 12d of Part I, complete Sections A and D, and complete Part V.)

Section A. All Supporting Organizations
Yes No

Are all of the organization’s supported organizations listed by name in the organization’s governing documents?1
If ’No,’ describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by class or purpose, describe
the designation. If historic and continuing relationship, explain. 1

Did the organization have any supported organization that does not have an IRS determination of status under section2
509(a)(1) or (2)? If ’Yes,’ explain in Part VI how the organization determined that the supported organization was
described in section 509(a)(1) or (2). 2

Did the organization have a supported organization described in section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6)? If ’Yes,’ answer (b)a3
and (c) below. 3a

Did the organization confirm that each supported organization qualified under section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) andb
satisfied the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)? If ’Yes,’ describe in Part VI when and how the organization
made the determination. 3b

c Did the organization ensure that all support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) 
purposes? If ’Yes,’ explain in Part VI what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use. c3

Was any supported organization not organized in the United States (’foreign supported organization’)? If ’Yes’ anda4
if you checked 12a or 12b in Part I, answer (b) and (c) below. a4

Did the organization have ultimate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the foreign supported b
organization? If ’Yes,’ describe in Part VI how the organization had such control and discretion despite being controlled
or supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations. 4b

Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination under c
sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) or (2)? If ’Yes,’ explain in Part VI what controls the organization used to ensure that
all support to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) purposes. 4c

Did the organization add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year? If ’Yes,’ answer (b) a5
and (c) below (if applicable). Also, provide detail in Part VI, including (i) the names and EIN numbers of the supported
organizations added, substituted, or removed; (ii) the reasons for each such action; (iii) the authority under the
organization’s organizing document authorizing such action; and (iv) how the action was accomplished (such as by

a5amendment to the organizing document).

Type I or Type II only. Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already designated in theb
organization’s organizing document? b5

c Substitutions only. Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organization’s control? c5

6 Did the organization provide support (whether in the form of grants or the provision of services or facilities) to 
anyone other than (i) its supported organizations, (ii) individuals that are part of the charitable class benefited by one 
or more of its supported organizations, or (iii) other supporting organizations that also support or benefit one or more of

6the filing organization’s supported organizations? If ’Yes,’ provide detail in Part VI.

Did the organization provide a grant, loan, compensation, or other similar payment to a substantial contributor7
(defined in section 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controlled entity with
regard to a substantial contributor? If ’Yes,’ complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ). 7

Did the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described in line 7? If ’Yes,’8
complete Part I of Schedule L  (Form 990 or 990-EZ). 8

Was the organization controlled directly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more disqualified persons a9
as defined in section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organizations described in section 509(a)(1) or (2))?
If ’Yes,’ provide detail in Part VI. a9

Did one or more disqualified persons (as defined in line 9a) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which theb
supporting organization had an interest? If ’Yes,’ provide detail in Part VI.  b9

Did a disqualified person (as defined in line 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit from,c
assets in which the supporting organization also had an interest? If ’Yes,’ provide detail in Part VI. c9

Was the organization subject to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section 4943(f) (regarding10a
certain Type II supporting organizations, and all Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organizations)? If ’Yes,’
answer 10b below. 10a

Did the organization have any excess business holdings in the tax year? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to determineb
whether the organization had excess business holdings.) 10b

TEEA0404    09/28/16BAA Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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Supporting Organizations (continued)Part IV
Yes No

Has the organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons?11

a A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described in (b) and (c) below, the
governing body of a supported organization? 11a

A family member of a person described in (a) above?b b11

c 11cA 35% controlled entity of a person described in (a) or (b) above? If ’Yes’ to a, b, or c, provide detail in Part VI.

Section B. Type I Supporting Organizations
Yes No

Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to regularly appoint1
or elect at least a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees at all times during the tax year? If ’No,’ describe in
Part VI how the supported organization(s) effectively operated, supervised, or controlled the organization’s activities.
If the organization had more than one supported organization, describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove 
directors or trustees were allocated among the supported organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any,

1applied to such powers during the tax year.

2 Did the organization operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported organization(s)
that operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organization? If ’Yes,’ explain in Part VI how providing such
benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated, supervised, or controlled the

2supporting organization.

Section C. Type II Supporting Organizations
Yes No

1 Were a majority of the organization’s directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors or trustees
of each of the organization’s supported organization(s)? If ’No,’ describe in Part VI how control or management of the

1supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed the supported organization(s).

Section D. All Type III Supporting Organizations
Yes No

1 Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the 
organization’s tax year, (i) a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax
year, (ii) a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of notification, and (iii) copies of the

1organization’s governing documents in effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided?

Were any of the organization’s officers, directors, or trustees either (i) appointed or elected by the supported 2
organization(s) or (ii) serving on the governing body of a supported organization? If ’No,’ explain in Part VI how 
the organization maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s). 2

3 By reason of the relationship described in (2), did the organization’s supported organizations have a significant
voice in the organization’s investment policies and in directing the use of the organization’s income or assets at
all times during the tax year? If ’Yes,’ describe in Part VI the role the organization’s supported organizations played

3in this regard.

Section E. Type III Functionally Integrated Supporting Organizations

1 Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year (see instructions).

The organization satisfied the Activities Test. Complete line 2 below.a

The organization is the parent of each of its supported organizations. Complete line 3 below.b

The organization supported a governmental entity. Describe in Part VI how you supported a government entity (see instructions).c

2 Activities Test. Answer (a) and (b) below. Yes No

a Did substantially all of the organization’s activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of the
supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? If ’Yes,’ then in Part VI identify those supported
organizations and explain how these activities directly furthered their exempt purposes, how the organization was
responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined that these activities constituted

a2substantially all of its activities.

b Did the activities described in (a) constitute activities that, but for the organization’s involvement, one or more of 
the organization’s supported organization(s) would have been engaged in? If ’Yes,’ explain in Part VI the reasons for 
the organization’s position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged in these activities but for the 

b2organization’s involvement.

Parent of Supported Organizations. Answer (a) and (b) below.3

Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the officers, directors, or trustees ofa
each of the supported organizations? Provide details in Part VI. a3

Did the organization exercise a substantial degree of direction over the policies, programs, and activities of each of itsb
supported organizations? If ’Yes,’ describe in Part VI the role played by the organization in this regard. 3b

TEEA0405    09/28/16 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016BAA
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Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting OrganizationsPart V
1 Check here if the organization satisfied the Integral Part Test as a qualifying trust on Nov. 20, 1970 (explain in Part VI). See  

instructions. All other Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organizations must complete Sections A through E.

(B) Current Year(A) Prior YearSection A ' Adjusted Net Income (optional)

1 1Net short-term capital gain 

2 2Recoveries of prior-year distributions

3 3Other gross income (see instructions)

4 4Add lines 1 through 3. 

5 5Depreciation and depletion

6 Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or collection of gross 
income or for management, conservation, or maintenance of property held for 

6production of income (see instructions)

7 7Other expenses (see instructions)

8 8Adjusted Net Income (subtract lines 5, 6, and 7 from line 4).

(B) Current Year(A) Prior YearSection B ' Minimum Asset Amount (optional)

1 Aggregate fair market value of all non-exempt-use assets (see instructions for short  
tax year or assets held for part of year):

aa 1Average monthly value of securities

bb 1Average monthly cash balances

c Fair market value of other non-exempt-use assets c1

d d1Total (add lines 1a, 1b, and 1c)

e Discount claimed for blockage or other 
factors (explain in detail in Part VI):

2 2Acquisition indebtedness applicable to non-exempt-use assets

3 3Subtract line 2 from line 1d. 

4 Cash deemed held for exempt use. Enter 1-1/2% of line 3 (for greater amount,
4see instructions). 

5 5Net value of non-exempt-use assets (subtract line 4 from line 3)

6 6Multiply line 5 by .035. 

7 7Recoveries of prior-year distributions

8 8Minimum Asset Amount (add line 7 to line 6)

Current YearSection C ' Distributable Amount

1 1Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, Column A)

2 2Enter 85% of line 1. 

3 3Minimum asset amount for prior year (from Section B, line 8, Column A)

4 4Enter greater of line 2 or line 3. 

5 5Income tax imposed in prior year

6 Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to emergency
6temporary reduction (see instructions). 

7 Check here if the current year is the organization’s first as a non-functionally integrated Type III supporting organization  
(see instructions).

BAA Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016
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Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations (continued)Part V
Current YearSection D ' Distributions

1 Amounts paid to supported organizations to accomplish exempt purposes

2 Amounts paid to perform activity that directly furthers exempt purposes of supported organizations,
in excess of income from activity

3 Administrative expenses paid to accomplish exempt purposes of supported organizations

4 Amounts paid to acquire exempt-use assets

5 Qualified set-aside amounts (prior IRS approval required)

6 Other distributions (describe in Part VI). See instructions. 

7 Total annual distributions. Add lines 1 through 6. 

8 Distributions to attentive supported organizations to which the organization is responsive (provide details
in Part VI). See instructions. 

9 Distributable amount for 2016 from Section C, line 6

10 Line 8 amount divided by Line 9 amount

(i) (ii) (iii) 
Excess Underdistributions Distributable Section E ' Distribution Allocations (see instructions)

Distributions Pre-2016 Amount for 2016

1 Distributable amount for 2016 from Section C, line 6

2 Underdistributions, if any, for years prior to 2016 (reasonable
cause required ' explain in Part VI). See instructions. 

3 Excess distributions carryover, if any, to 2016:

a

b

c From 2013
d From 2014

e From 2015

f Total of lines 3a through e

g Applied to underdistributions of prior years

h Applied to 2016 distributable amount

i Carryover from 2011 not applied (see instructions)

j Remainder. Subtract lines 3g, 3h, and 3i from 3f. 

4 Distributions for 2016 from Section D, 
line 7: $

a Applied to underdistributions of prior years

b Applied to 2016 distributable amount
Remainder. Subtract lines 4a and 4b from 4. c

5 Remaining underdistributions for years prior to 2016, if any.
Subtract lines 3g and 4a from line 2. For result greater than
zero, explain in Part VI. See instructions.

6 Remaining underdistributions for 2016. Subtract lines 3h and 4b
from line 1. For result greater than zero, explain in Part VI. See
instructions.

7 Excess distributions carryover to 2017. Add lines 3j and 4c. 

8 Breakdown of line 7:

a

b Excess from 2013

c Excess from 2014

d Excess from 2015

e Excess from 2016

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2016BAA
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Supplemental Information.  Provide the explanations required by Part II, line 10; Part II, line 17a or 17b;Part III, line 12; Part IV, Part VI
Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3c, 4b, 4c, 5a, 6, 9a, 9b, 9c, 11a, 11b, and 11c; Part IV, Section B, lines 1 and 2; Part IV, Section C, line 1;  
Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3; Part IV, Section E, lines 1c, 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3b; Part V, line 1; Part V, Section B, line 1e; Part V,  
Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E, lines 2, 5, and 6. Also complete this part for any additional information.  
(See instructions.)
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OMB No. 1545-0047Supplemental Financial StatementsSCHEDULE D 
(Form 990) G Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990,  2016

Part IV, line 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11c, 11d, 11e, 11f, 12a, or 12b.  
G Attach to Form 990. Open to Public Department of the Treasury G Information about Schedule D (Form 990) and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990.Internal Revenue Service Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number

Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts.  Part I
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 6.

(a) Donor advised funds (b) Funds and other accounts

Total number at end of year1

Aggregate value of contributions to (during year)2

Aggregate value of grants from (during year)3

Aggregate value at end of year4

5 Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors in writing that the assets held in donor advised funds 
Yes Noare the organization’s property, subject to the organization’s exclusive legal control?

6 Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be used only  
for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose conferring  

Yes Noimpermissible private benefit?

Part II Conservation Easements.  
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 7.

Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply).1

Preservation of land for public use (e.g., recreation or education) Preservation of a historically important land area

Protection of natural habitat Preservation of a certified historic structure

Preservation of open space

2 Complete lines 2a through 2d if the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation easement on the 
last day of the tax year.

Held at the End of the Tax Year

Total number of conservation easementsa 2 a

Total acreage restricted by conservation easementsb 2 b

Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure included in (a)c 2 c

d Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after 8/17/06, and not on a historic 
2 dstructure listed in the National Register

Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the3
tax year G

4 Number of states where property subject to conservation easement is located G

Does the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, handling of violations,  5
Yes Noand enforcement of the conservation easements it holds?

Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year6
G

Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year7
G$

8 Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(i) 
Yes Noand section 170(h)(4)(B)(ii)?

9 In Part XIII, describe how the organization reports conservation easements in its revenue and expense statement, and balance sheet, and 
include, if applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization’s financial statements that describes the organization’s accounting for 
conservation easements.

Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets. Part III
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 8.

1 a If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of 
art, historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide, 
in Part XIII, the text of the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items.

b If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, 
historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide the 
following amounts relating to these items:

$Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1(i)

$Assets included in Form 990, Part X(ii)

2 If the organization received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financial gain, provide the following 
amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these items:

$Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1a

$Assets included in Form 990, Part Xb

TEEA3301    08/15/16 Schedule D (Form 990) 2016BAA  For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990.
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Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets (continued)Part III
3 Using the organization’s acquisition, accession, and other records, check any of the following that are a significant use of its collection 

items (check all that apply):

Public exhibition Loan or exchange programsa d

Scholarly research Otherb e

Preservation for future generationsc

4 Provide a description of the organization’s collections and explain how they further the organization’s exempt purpose in 
Part XIII.

5 During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets 
Yes Noto be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organization’s collection?

Escrow and Custodial Arrangements. Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, Part IV
line 9, or reported an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21.

1 a Is the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not included 
Yes Noon Form 990, Part X?  

If ’Yes,’ explain the arrangement in Part XIII and complete the following table:b

Amount

Beginning balancec 1 c

Additions during the year 1 dd

Distributions during the yeare 1 e

Ending balancef 1 f

Did the organization include an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability?2 a Yes No

If ’Yes,’ explain the arrangement in Part XIII. Check here if the explanation has been provided on Part XIIIb

Part V Endowment Funds. Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 10.
(a) Current year (b) Prior year (c) Two years back (d) Three years back (e) Four years back

Beginning of year balance1 a

Contributionsb

c Net investment earnings, gains, 
and losses

Grants or scholarshipsd

e Other expenditures for facilities 
and programs

Administrative expensesf

End of year balanceg

Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 1g, column (a)) held as:2

%Board designated or quasi-endowment  Ga

%Permanent endowment  Gb

%Temporarily restricted endowment  Gc

The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2c should equal 100%.

3 a Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the 
Yes Noorganization by:

unrelated organizations 3a(i)(i)

related organizations(ii) 3a(ii)

If ’Yes’ on line 3a(ii), are the related organizations listed as required on Schedule R?b 3b

Describe in Part XIII the intended uses of the organization’s endowment funds.4

Part VI Land, Buildings, and Equipment. 
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 11a. See Form 990, Part X, line 10.

Description of property (d) Book value(a) Cost or other basis (b) Cost or other (c) Accumulated 
(investment) basis (other) depreciation

Land1 a
Buildingsb
Leasehold improvementsc
Equipmentd
Othere

Total. Add lines 1a through 1e. (Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B), line 10c.)
Schedule D (Form 990) 2016BAA

TEEA3302    08/15/16
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5,832. 3,626. 2,206.

2,206.
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Part VII Investments ' Other Securities.  
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 11b. See Form 990, Part X, line 12.

(b) Book value(a) Description of security or category (including name of security) (c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value

(1) Financial derivatives  

(2) Closely-held equity interests

(3) Other

(A)

(B)

(C)

(D)

(E)

(F)

(G)

(H)

(I)

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B) line 12.) 
Investments ' Program Related. Part VIII
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 11c. See Form 990, Part X, line 13.
(a) Description of investment (b) Book value (c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X,  column (B) line 13.)
Other Assets. Part IX
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 11d. See Form 990, Part X, line 15.

(a) Description (b) Book value
(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)
(8)

(9)
(10)

Total.  (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B) line 15.)

Part X Other Liabilities. 
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 11e or 11f. See Form 990, Part X, line 25

(a) Description of liability (b) Book value
(1) Federal income taxes
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)

Total. (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B) line 25.)
2. Liability for uncertain tax positions. In Part XIII, provide the text of the footnote to the organization’s financial statements that reports the organization’s liability for uncertain
tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740). Check here if the text of the footnote has been provided in Part XIII

TEEA3303    08/15/16 Schedule D (Form 990) 2016BAA
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Part XI Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return. 
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.

Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements  1 1

Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12:2

Net unrealized gains (losses) on investmentsa 2 a

b Donated services and use of facilities 2 b

Recoveries of prior year grantsc 2 c

d Other (Describe in Part XIII.) 2 d

Add lines 2a through 2de 2 e

Subtract line 2e from line 13 3

Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, but not on line 1:4

Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7ba 4 a

Other (Describe in Part XIII.)b 4 b

c Add lines 4a and 4b 4 c

55 Total revenue. Add lines 3 and 4c.  (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 12.)

Part XII Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements With Expenses per Return. 
Complete if the organization answered ’Yes’ on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.

Total expenses and losses per audited financial statements1 1
Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25:2
Donated services and use of facilitiesa 2 a
Prior year adjustmentsb 2 b

c Other losses 2 c
Other (Describe in Part XIII.)d 2 d

e Add lines 2a through 2d 2 e

Subtract line 2e from line 13 3

Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, line 25, but not on line 1:4
a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b 4 a
b Other (Describe in Part XIII.) 4 b
c 4 cAdd lines 4a and 4b

5 5Total expenses. Add lines 3 and 4c. (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 18.)

Supplemental Information.Part XIII
Provide the descriptions required for Part II, lines 3, 5, and 9; Part III, lines 1a and 4; Part IV, lines 1b and 2b; Part V, 
line 4; Part X, line 2; Part XI, lines 2d and 4b; and Part XII, lines 2d and 4b. Also complete this part to provide any additional information.

Schedule D (Form 990) 2016BAA
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OMB No. 1545-0047Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZSCHEDULE O  
(Form 990 or 990-EZ) Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on 2016Form 990 or 990-EZ or to provide any additional information.

G Attach to Form 990 or 990-EZ.
Open to Public G Information about Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) and its instructions is Department of the Treasury InspectionInternal Revenue Service at www.irs.gov/form990.

Name of the organization Employer identification number

TEEA4901    08/16/16 Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2016)BAA  For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ.
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Pt VI, Line 11b
Organization’s Process to Review Form 990: Form 990 is reviewed and 
approved by Board before filing.

Pt VI, Line 12c Enforcement of Conflicts Policy: Discussed at every Board meeting.

Pt VI, Line 15a
Compensation Process for Top Official: Compensation for key employees is 
compared to compensation by other nonprofits in the area.

Pt VI, Line 15b
Compensation Process for Officers: Compensation for key employees is 
compared to compensation by other nonprofits in the area.

Pt VI, Line 19
Governing Documents Disclosure Explanation: Public documents are 
available upon request.
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Expanding Our Work in the Face of Injustice

Ethiopia

For the past eight years, the Oakland Institute has exposed the impact that land grabs and failed development
policies continue to have on indigenous communities in Ethiopia. Through this work, we have built relationships
with inspiring community members and leaders on the ground. 

Sadly, in recent years the Ethiopian government has brutally cracked down on dissent. As a result, many people -
including journalists, land rights defenders, opposition party members, religious and indigenous leaders, students,
and many of our friends - have ended up in jail simply for raising their voices against injustice.

In January 2016, we partnered with the Environmental Defender Law Center to publish a legal analysis of
Ethiopia's draconian Anti-Terrorism Proclamation. This law has been the cornerstone of countless arbitrary arrests
and no comprehensive legal analysis of the law had been conducted. Our report - prepared by internationally
acclaimed lawyers - clearly shows that Ethiopia's anti-terrorism law violates international human rights and due
process standards. It has been used in numerous court cases in Ethiopia, including those of Pastor Omot Agwa and
Mr. Okello Akway Ochalla, and was turned into an Amicus Curiae brief for the African Commission on Human and
People's Rights.

Given the United States' status as the largest bilateral donor to Ethiopia, we have continued to work on securing
legislative change here at home. For the past four years, we have ensured that the annual Appropriations Bill states
that US development aid cannot be used for programs associated with forced displacements. In 2016, we also
testified at the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission and drafted a House Resolution on human rights in Ethiopia
that is before Congress now. 

Finally, we have worked tirelessly on the cases of two political prisoners in Ethiopia: Pastor Omot Agwa and Mr.
Okello Akway Ochalla. Both of these men were arbitrarily detained under the Anti-Terrorism Proclamation on
ridiculous charges, including attempting to attend a food security conference in Nairobi. After years of hard work
and advocacy, we were relieved that the charges against Mr. Okello were dropped from terrorism to criminal
charges, but devastated when those lowered charges still came with a nine year prison sentence. His appeal was
recently denied, and his lawyers are currently examining final options for justice in his case. Pastor Omot was
recently released on bail, after two years in detention. He has yet to be charged. 

"When the world and the people who should have done this [the] right way turn back away from us … I see you
and your team standing with us, doing everything [to] come across the line to free my father. That is amazing work.
I know we will rejoice one day when that day come[s]." - Obok Okello, Mr. Okello's son.

Sri Lanka

In 2014, when all eyes were turned away from the continued devastation taking place in Sri Lanka, Oakland
Institute researchers were on the ground. Our ground-breaking field research led to the publication of the first
independent investigation on land and human rights abuses since the civil war ended in 2009. This report was
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covered by major news outlets on all continents; brought international attention to the horrific abuses taking place
in Sri Lanka's North and East; and, combined with our advocacy efforts, helped secure a United Nations Human
Rights Resolution in October 2015. 

Then, in February 2016, we received a humbling appeal from a group of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sri
Lanka's North, who were forced off their land nearly 30 years ago:

"Having exhausted all the domestic, political, and legal avenues … to regain our lands and houses acquired … by
the Sri Lankan armed forces during the war, we … have decided to seek your help to find redress to our problem."

Over the past year, we have doubled down our efforts to support communities that are impacted by displacement
and militarization in Sri Lanka's North and East. In May, we released an update on the land and human rights
situation in these regions, providing both a critical analysis of the actions of Sri Lanka's new administration, and
sharing the heartbreaking stories of the IDPs that reached out to us. We then testified to the office of the UN High
Commissioner on Human Rights and the UN Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues as part of the 33rd Session of
the UN Human Rights Council. 

While abuses continue in the country, it is also clear that our work is having an impact. In November, we received
the good news that most of the lands belonging to our IDP friends were released. They have begun the long,
arduous process of returning home. 

"You have tremendously helped us to raise our voice[s] internationally. Once again, we thank you for your untiring
support." - IDP, Sri Lanka
 
Providing Communities with Tools of Truth in Cameroon and PNG

As a think tank working in solidarity with groups around the world, we provide research, media coverage, and tools
of truth to the communities who need it most. 

Three years ago, we exposed the dubious dealings of Herakles Farms, a US-based company that was set to obtain a
99-year lease for 73,000 hectares of land in Cameroon. Its plan? To deforest pristine rainforest and create a palm oil
plantation. 

Our research and advocacy at the time led to immediate results. Herakles Farms' lease was lessened to three years
for less than 20,000 hectares of land. Now, that lease is up for renewal. On the eve of the renewal, the Institute
released a new report based on cables obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request that exposed that the
US government bullied Cameroon into accepting the deal.

Our report was picked up widely by media agencies and used by communities on the ground to ensure that the
Herakles Farms deal is cancelled once and for all. 

"We are short of words to express our gratitude for the marvelous work that the Oakland Institute is doing to free
our communities, as well as communities around the world from wicked economic policies and business tactics
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used by governments and companies to marginalize and render communities landless." - Nasako Besingi, SEFE
(Cameroon)

We have also continued to deepen our work and partnerships with communities in Papua New Guinea (PNG). In
February 2016, the Institute released The Great Timber Heist, a new report that provided clear evidence that timber
companies in the country were evading taxes and engaged in illegal practices. 

The report was a game changer. It received massive media attention. It forced several government agencies,
including the Minister of Forests, to publically respond to our research. And then, in November, the government
took action and substantially increased their log export tax. This will drastically reduce logging and deforestation in
PNG and was a direct result of the public outrage created by our report. 

In addition to these great wins, in September PNG's Supreme Court returned 120,000 hectares of land to their
rightful owners in East Sepik in a land grabbing case that we exposed in 2013.

We are empowered by these positive actions, and grateful to our partners on the ground in both Cameroon and
PNG for their continued dedication, tireless work, and continued partnership.

Holding Powerful Actors Accountable

Over the years, the Oakland Institute has become known for holding powerful actors accountable around the world.
2016 was no different.

In March, we investigated a new World Bank program - Enhancing Shared Prosperity through Equitable Services
(ESPES) - meant to bring basic services to Ethiopians nationwide. The ESPES program mirrors and replaces the
highly controversial Promoting Basic Services (PBS) program, which came under intense scrutiny after allegations
surfaced of forced evictions and human rights abuses.

Our investigation not only exposed major flaws in the ESPES program, but also revealed that the US Treasury
violated numerous congressional laws by voting in favor of it. Our report was picked up by many news outlets, and
shortly after its publication, Representative Keith Ellison (D-MN) filed a formal inquiry with the US Treasury about
its actions.

As part of our ongoing involvement in the Our Land Our Business campaign, we have continued to scrutinize the
impact of the World Bank's Enabling the Business of Agriculture (EBA) program. 

In May, we exposed how a coalition of four donor countries - the US, UK, Netherlands, and Denmark - along with
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is shaping a pro-business environment in the agricultural sector of
developing countries. These five donors, who bankroll the highly problematic EBA program, are rapidly expanding
bilateral and multilateral aid programs to support corporate agriculture, forcing governments to deregulate and
create new market opportunities for agrochemical corporations. 

As part of this campaign, we called on the five donors to withdraw their support of the EBA. The Netherlands
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responded that they would stop financing the EBA in June 2016, and the Denmark is currently re-assessing their
support of the program.

Finally, we continued to dispel development myths. As Ethiopia spiraled into political crisis, the Institute released a
cutting edge report analyzing Ethiopia's deeply problematic "development" model. Key to this model is making
Ethiopia one of the world's largest sugar producers. Our report offered harsh lessons from Ethiopia's own history of
establishing sugar and cotton plantations in the Afar region in the 1950s. These plantations drastically reduced land
and water availability for people and cattle, undermined food security, and destroyed drought coping mechanisms,
leading to conflict in the region. The report also detailed how plantation agriculture has been less profitable than
pastoralist livestock production in Afar, demonstrating the flawed narrative of Ethiopian officials and donor
countries who continue to prop-up the country as a miracle of growth. 

Together, these reports have helped shape an alternative narrative of development, dispelled the myths about
corporate agriculture, and exposed the truth behind various illegal and problematic actions of donor countries and
agencies. 

Looking Forward

As we look towards the year to come, it is clear that our work is more important than ever. We pride ourselves on
finding issues that aren't getting the attention they deserve, and bringing them to the fore. We are unwavering in our
commitment to communities on the ground, and advocating for the justice they deserve. And we are steadfast in our
resolve to speak truth to power.
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